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Government of Himachal Pradesh
Department of Panchayati Raj.
To
1. All the Chief Executive Officer(Zila Parishad)
Himachal Pradesh

2.All the District Panchayat Officers
Himachal Pradesh

3. All the Block Development Officers Himachal Pradesh

Shimla-09 dated 24-01-2026
Subject: Regarding including "Dharti Mata Bachao Abhiyan" agenda in

the special Gram Sabha scheduled on 26" January 2026
Madam/Sir,

This is in continuation to letter . of even no. dated 17-01-2026 on
the subject cited above. Please find enclosed a D.O. No. No.M-11015/103/2024-
CB) dated 24th January 2026 from Sh. Suhil Kumar Lohani, IAS,Additional
Secretary, Ministry of Panchayati Raj, Govt. of India along with annexures, vide
which it has been informed that Ministry of Chemicals and Fertilizers has initiated
the "Dharti Mata Bachao Abhiyan" with the objective of promoting judicious use of
fertilizers, reducing input costs for farmers, enhancing agricultural productivity, and
ensuring sustainable improvement in soil health.

In this regard, you are therefore requested to include the agenda
prepared by the Ministry of Chemicals and Fertilizers, as an item during the
mandatory Gram Sabha to be held on 26th January 2026 and subsequent Gram
Sabhas, to facilitate suitable awareness on judicious use of fertilizer.

Encl. as above
Yours faithfully

Signed by
Vijay Bragta
Date: 24-01-2026 17:53:37
Vijay Bragta)
Deputy Director (Panchayati Raj)
Government of Himachal Pradesh.
Email: panchayatiraj-hp@gov.in
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Limar Lohani, JAS

D.0. No.M-11015/103/2024-CB 24" January, 2026
Dear Madam/ Sir,

As you may be aware, the Ministry of Chemicals and Fertilizers has initiated the
“Dharti Mata Bachao Abhiyan” with the objective of promoting judicious use of fertilizers,
reducing input costs for farmers, enhancing agricultural productivity, and ensuring
sustainable improvement in soil health. In this regard, the Ministry has issued detailed
guidelines for establishing a multi-level institutional mechanism under the Abhiyan, vide DO
letter dated 07.08.2025 (copy enclosed).

2. As per the said guidelines, Dharti Mata Bachao Nigrani Samitis are to be
constituted at three levels, namely Village., Sub-Division, and District. The objective of these
samitis are to monitor the excessive sale of fertilizers, ascertaining the reason for the same
and nforming District & Sub-Division authorities in case of diversion for non-agricultural
use/cross border smuggling. The committees will also create suitable awareness among
farmers and motivate them for the judicious use of chemical fertilizers to improve the soil

conditions of their field.

3 In view of the above, it is requested that necessary directions may kindly be issued for
the constitution of the Gram Panchayat-level Dharti Mata Bachao Nigrani Samiti, 1o be
headed by the Gram Pradhan/Sarpanch. It is further requested that the Commitiee may
convene regular meetings, as envisaged in the guidelines, to ensure its effective functioning

and to achieve the intended objectives of the Abhiyan.

4. Further, an agenda on the above subject (copy enclosed), prepared by the Ministry of
Chemicals and Fertilizers, may kindly be included as an item in the agenda of the mandatory
Gram Sabha to be held on 26 January 2026 and subsequent Grm Sabhas, to facilitate

suitable awareness on judicious use of fertilizer.

5. I, therefore, shall be grateful for your personal intervention in issuing appropriate
directions for inclusion of the above-mentioned agenda in the mandatory Gram Sabha 0 be
held on 26 January 2026, as well as in subsequent Gram Sabhas, and for ensuring that the

above-mentioned Gram Panchayat-level Samiti is made fully functional.

With warm regards,
Yours sincerely,

Encl.: As above
(Sushil Kumar'[phﬂnl)

To: The Addl. Chief Secretary/Pr. Secretary/ Secretary
Department of Panchayati Raj
All concerned States/UT
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Proposal to include in Standing Agenda of the Gram Sabha

This proposal is being proposed to be included in the list of standing agenda of the Gram
Sabha on behalf of the Department of Fertilizers under the Ministry of Chemicals and
Fertilizers, Government of India.

India is one of the world’s leading agricultural producer countries. Our nation supports the
livelihood of more than 1.4 billion people and millions of farming families depend on
agriculture for their sustenance. Our farming system, food security, and farmers’ prosperity
are directly linked to the health of Mother Earth. Over the years, excessive and imbalanced

use of chemical fertilizers—especially Urea—has led to declining soil fertility, |

environmental pollution, and increased cost of agricultural production. These challenges
pose a serious concern for sustainable agriculture and future generations.

On 14 January 2026, while extending greetings to the nation on the occasion of the Pongal
festival, Hon’ble Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi Ji emphasized: “..0Our gratitude
towards nature is not limited to words alone, but becomes part of our lifestyle. When the
Earth gives us so much, it is our responsibility to protect and nurture it. Preserving healthy
soil, conserving water, and using resources in a balanced manner for the next generation
are essential..... Our goal should be that our plates too are full, our pockets too are full,
and our Earth too remains safe...”

Under the leadership of the Hon’ble Prime Minister, the Government has taken several
concrete and effective steps in this direction. Through the Soil Health Card Scheme,
farmers are being informed about the actual condition of their soil. Neem-coated urea has
been made mandatory to curb misuse and non-agricultural diversion of urea. The Direct
Benefit Transfer (DBT) system has ensured transparent and timely distribution of fertilizers.
In addition, the Government is actively promoting natural farming, organic manure, crop
rotation, and balanced nutrient management. Strict monitoring is being carried out to
prevent non-agricultural use and illegal diversion of urea so that genuine farmers receive
fertilizers on time.

In this context, the role of the newly constituted “Dharti Mata Bachao Nigrani Samiti” at
the Panchayat, Sub-District, and District levels is extremely relevant. At present, 146,169
village-level, 1,929 sub-district-level, and 395 district-level monitoring committees have
been constituted across the country. These committees are expected to actively engaged
in monitoring balanced fertilizer use at village level, preventing non-agricultural use of
urea, conducting awareness programs, and supporting the administration.

Therefore, it is requested that this proposal be permanently included in the standing
agenda of the Gram Sabha and that active cooperation be extended to the efforts of the
committee, and together a resolve be taken to protect Mother Earth, so that sustainable
farming and a secure future for the coming generations can be ensured.



Operational guidelines for Dharti Mata Bachao Nigrani Samiti on the judicious

usage of chemical fertilizers

1 Background:

It has been observed that the usage of chemical fertilizer has been on the rise.
One of the reasons s the lack of awareness among the farmers about judicious use of
fertilizer. There is a need for effective awareness generation Further, the issue of illegal
diversion of chemical fertilizer particularly to industry & across international border also
needs surveillance & actions at grass roots level. To address these challenges, a
comprehensive multilevel mechanism is proposed. The mechanism will be named as
Dharti Mata Bachao Abhiyan with Committees at Village, Sub Division (taluka/ tehsil)
& District Level.

2. Village Level

Dharti Mata Bachao Nigrani Samiti is proposed with the composition of the Members

as follows:-
o Gram Stariya Dharti Mata Bachao Nigrani Samiti }
1. | Gram Pradhan - ’ ‘Chairperson
2. ' Gram Panchayat Secretary o "Member o
3. Krishi Sakhis in the village ' Members T
'4.  Drone Didis of the Village ' T Member )
8

6. | PACS/ FPO (Board of Directors) residing in the Members

' 7. One Agriculture official of village/ Gram Panchayat  Member

' Progressive Farmer as identified under agriculture | Member
schemes '

village

' level ‘ ;




The Convener/ Secretary of the Committee will be decided by the State Government as

per local administrative convenience.

2.1 Functions of the Committee:-

l. The Committee may monitor excessive sale of fertilizers to particular individuals
or group of individuals in panchayat, ascertaining the reason for the saime and
informing district & sub-division authorities in case of diversion for non
agricultural use or cross border smuggling.

Il. To motivate the farmers on judicious use of chemical fertilizers to improve the
soil conditions of their fields. The soil health card distributed among the farmers
will help in addressing the deficiency of micro-nutrient in the soil Accordingly,
farmers should be motivated to use only those fertilizers that are necessary to
improve the soil health condition.

. Surveillance mechanism, which will keep tab on any illegal diversion of fertilizer
in villages situated close to international borders. The Samiti would also be
vigilant on cross border diversion of fertilizer. |f they come across some
unwarranted activities of diversion of fertilizer in the bordering districts, they
should inform the office of District Magistrate /Sub Divisional Magistrate or Tehsil
level officer.

V. Surveillance on any production, distribution of spurious or fake fertilizers & giving
such information to Sub Division/ District Level.

2.2  Activities of Gram Level Samiti

(i) The Samiti will facilitate convening of a monthly open Gram Panchayat meeting once
before Rabi and once before Kharif Crop season to discuss the issue of balanced use of
fertilizer and use of nutrient based fertilizers based on Soil Health Card
recommendations & Crop being sown.

(i) The district administration will identify at least 100 locations/ villages where the use
of chemical fertilizer is significantly very high. The Scientists of Krishi Vigyan Kendras



1. Sub Divisional Magistrate

4. | sub Divisional Level officer of Member

will visit each of these villages and participate in the Gram Panchayat meeting to

generate awareness among the farmers about judicious usage of chemical fertilizers.

(iiiy The Samiti will meet bi-monthly at least twice in each season to review consumption
of fertilizer and discuss any illegal diversions. Samiti will obtain the details of retail sales
of fertilizer from Agriculture office to review any abnormal rise in consumption and
analyze its reasons and also work towards educating the farmers. If any shortage of
fertilizer is observed. it will be brought to the notice of DM/ DAO of the District.

.

3. Sub Divisional Level Review Committee:

Sub divisional level review committee will be constituted with the following composition:

| Chairperson

2. | Sub Divisional Level officer of I(A‘gmb_e_F——'Sécre”tary
| Agricuiture Department
3. ?’rféébfes;eh'téti’ves of all Ferilizer Member

' Association / Companies

' Cooperation Department.
1 .

The functions of Sub Divisional Level Review Committee will be as follows:
i To review & ensure organizing of two gram panchayat level Gram Sabha
meetings in each village.
i To ensure whether village level Nigrani Samitis are meeting regularly
Il To take strict enforcement actions in case of any information related to
spurious fertilizer or illegal diversion which is brought to their notice. as per

the law.
4. District Level Committee:

Similarly, District Level Review & Monitoring Committee will be formed under the

Co-Chairmanship of District Magistrate and CEO, Zila Panchayat/Parishad as follows:-




1 “District Magistrate [ Co-Chair
1. CEO, Zila Pénchayaf o 1 Co- Chair A—
3. Sﬂﬂbéri“nfgndent of Police of the | Member
District or nominee. 1
4 | District level officers of Cooperative | Member
Department.
5. Representatve  of fertilizer  Members
companies. ,
6. Scientist of Krishi Vigyap Kendra Member
AN *IT—E)Ts—t'fiAé‘t_Agriéu'lt‘U're Officer Convener

ISR S

The role of District Level Review & Monitoring Committee will be as follows;

.

V.

To review the fertilizer usage in the district and undertake specialized campaigns

for balanced use of fertilizers.

The district administration will identify at least 100 Gram Panchayat's where the
usage of chemical fertilizer is high in the past. More concerted efforts will be
taken in these villages & KVK scientists will necessarily visit these villages and
participate in the Gram Panchayat meetings.

Strict vigil on the illegal diversion of fertilizers and effective enforcement actions '
should be taken such as FIR & arrests, Suspension of licenses of dealership etc.
The Committee will also review the follow up actions on the enforcement taken
earlier.

The District Level Review & Monitoring Committee will review the stock position

of fertilizer and recommend repositioning of any surplus fertilizers to the deficit areas

within the district.

The State may suitably customize the compositions of the Committees.



5.

Qutcome:-

Ensuring sustainable improvement in soil health.
Reducing cost of cultivation due to judicious usage of chemical fertilizer.

Increase in farmers income due to higher productivity achieved through

judicious use of fertilizers.
Effective prevention qf illegal diversion of fertilizers.

The State may get sizable grant under PM-PRANAM Scheme, due to net

savings in chemical fertilizers



